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Savvy travellers have every reason to get on the 
first plane to Cape Town.  This contemporary city 
at the southern tip of South Africa consistently tops 
the international ‘hot list’ due to the diversity of 
incredible experiences on offer.  Whether seeking 
world-class restaurants and wine farms, or white sand 
beaches and towering mountains, Cape Town has 
something for everyone.  To help tick that bucket 
list, Bespoke Safari Co has created a super-curated 
list of the ‘Top 10’ in each travel category.

Due to the somewhat transient nature of Cape Town 
restaurants, this guide will be updated and the latest 
version released yearly. Enjoy the 2019 version and 
let us know if there is anything you would add after 
travelling in the Mother City!
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ACCOMMODATION
BUDGET

1. ONCE IN CAPE TOWN – Luxury backpacker-style lodge on trendy Kloof Street with 
a few private double rooms offered in an incredible location at a reasonable price.

 
2. IN AWE STAYS – A stylish selection of self-catering rooms in the ideally located cosy 

home of Mama Doreen. Your host will more than likely welcome you with an array of 
amazing tapas enjoyed in her generous dining room – a real home away from home, 
and a great option for families with older children.

3. LA GRENADINE PETIT HOTEL – Quaint French-owned boutique hotel replete with 
mid-century antiques and weathered linens. Located down a quiet alleyway in a 
“secret garden” type of atmosphere, La Grenadine is nonetheless 2 minute’s walk 
away from trendy Kloof Street.

MID-RANGE

4. AIRSTREAM TRAILERS AT GRAND DADDY HOTEL – A quirky art hotel, individually 
designed airstream trailers are positioned on a rooftop overlooking the bustle of 
Long Street.  Each trailer has a unique personality curated by a local artist, and there 
are in house restaurants and bars which make a ‘night in’ feel very much like a night 
out on the town.

5. GORGEOUS GEORGE – The quintessential design hotel, Gorgeous George was 
created from a collection of cleverly curated furniture, art, and functional design 
elements.  Guests will be hesitant to leave the cosy industrial-chic rooms, but the 
rooftop bar is not to be missed!  Complete with an indoor/outdoor rooftop pool 
and a cosy collection of low-slung designer seating, Gigi rooftop bar is the ultimate 
place to hang out after a busy day traipsing around the city centre.

6. KENSINGTON PLACE – Chic city retreat with sweeping views over the Cape Town 
City Bowl.  Stylish and contemporary, Kensington Place is only a few minutes’ walk 
to the top of Kloof Street.  The spacious rooms each open to a lush garden, and a 
concierge is on duty 24/7 to ensure every detail of the guests’ stay is curated for 
their individual needs.
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HIGH END

7. ELLERMAN HOUSE – A luxurious converted private villa nestled between 
mountains and ocean, boasting the best service in the city. With unrivalled views 
of Bantry Bay, each spacious room in Ellerman House feels like a private home 
with your very own dedicated butler.  A family villa is available for privacy and 
ease, allowing children to take meals at suitable times and to ensure a stress-
free stay.  Ellerman House curates an art collection spanning the decades, 
offering an insight into South Africa’s rich history. Equally impressive is the 
resident wine cellar, with walls crafted from the local terroir and a sommelier 
on hand to curate an unforgettable private wine tasting experience.

8. CAPE VIEW CLIFTON – Boutique seaside hotel with stunning views over the 
iconic Clifton Beaches. Each room is breezy and luxurious, with every possible 
amenity considered. The main lounge is a cosy space to unwind over a simple 
breakfast or watch the sun settle over the ocean while enjoying a drink and a 
swim in the cliffside swimming pool.

9. TINTSWALO ATLANTIC – Tintswalo Atlantic is a bungalow style lodge set 
amidst milkwood trees right at the water’s edge overlooking Hout Bay.  
The fresh ocean breeze is a constant companion in each of the individually 
designed rooms, and a top-notch chef is on hand to design your meals, enjoyed 
by sunset at the water’s edge.

10. ARAMBROOK – Set amidst lush gardens in upmarket Bishopscourt, Arambrook 
is just five minutes’ walk to Kirstenbosch Gardens. An ideal choice for couples 
or families wanting to stay on the outskirts of the city centre, Arambrook 
awards guests with stunning gardens, spacious contemporary rooms, and a 
great pool for lounging to the chorus of birdsong in the dappled light.
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RESTAURANTS
HIP HANGOUTS

1. CLARKE’S – Located on arty Bree Street, Clarke’s is the ideal venue for a lazy 
weekend brunch.  Designed by local legend Liam Mooney, the space at Clarke’s is 
pared down and industrial – the perfect canvas upon which to enjoy the inventive 
and hearty meals on offer.  Our favourite for brunch is the South western-style 
huevos rancheros or the loaded omelette stuffed with veggies and goats cheese.

2. BETWEEN US - Located on vibey Bree Street, Between Us is the latest project 
from the clever duo who created Skinny Legs Café. Between Us has a pared 
down airy atmosphere where deliciously honest farm-style food is served. This is 
an ideal venue for a lunch with friends keen to escape the hustle of the city for 
an hour, or a laze around over a weekend brunch.

3. TIGER’S MILK – An indoor/outdoor courtyard is the relaxed setting for the 
street-food style menu at Tiger’s Milk. A large selection of designer burgers, 
flame-grilled steaks, and delicious salads is offered for a simple yet satisfying 
night out on the town.

4. YOURS TRULY CAFÉ & BAR – Set in a lush garden right in the thick of trendy 
Kloof Street, Yours Truly has a small café offering simple meals or a cool rooftop 
bar which comes alive with travellers and locals alike on warm summer evenings.
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ATMOSPHERIC 

5. KLOOF STREET HOUSE – One of the most 
iconic courtyards in Cape Town, with decadent 
interiors and an equally rich menu.  In winter, 
the interior of this converted Victorian building 
comes alive with ambient lighting and roaring 
fires.  In summer, the courtyard lights up the 
cosy corners nestled amidst a lush tropical style 
garden.  Meals are unpretentious and delicious 
and include a few decadent vegetarian options. 

 
6. THE ROUNDHOUSE – Gourmet picnics on the 

lower slopes of Table Mountain, with incredible 
views of Camps Bay.  Set on sloping lawns, 
picnics are taken under the dappled light 
of the trees, each item wrapped in paper or 
presented in quaint glass jars.  A must-do for a 
summer lunch. 

7. BUITENVERVACHTING – Fine dining with 
stunning views of the surrounding mountains 
and vineyards.  In our opinion, this restaurant 
does not receive the attention it deserves.  
Upon arrival, guests are greeted by simple 
décor against the backdrop of sloping 
vineyards, a testament to the terroir of this 
pared-down wine farm.  Well-versed waiters 
curate the wines to pair beautifully with each 
inventive meal, which changes seasonally to 
accommodate local fans.

FINE DINING

8. CHEF’S WAREHOUSE BEAU CONSTANTIA 
– Early arrivals are greeted by incredible 
views over the foothills and vineyards of High 
Constantia.  Sample wines from the farm 
before dinner, and once the sun goes down, 
an unforgettable dining adventure awaits.  The 
menu is set, offering an array of scintillating 
tapas paired with sophisticated Constantia 
wines.  For dedicated foodies, Chef’s Warehouse 
is not to be missed.

9. FYN – Sweeping city views set the stage for 
the ultimate urban fine dining experience at 
FYN restaurant. With pared-down industrial 
décor, the restaurant is centred around an open 
kitchen producing a fresh Japanese-inspired 
set menu with a delicious plant-based option.  
Manager and sommelier Jennifer Huge curates 
a wine pairing menu that is both inventive and 
inspired, creating an unforgettable foodie 
adventure. 

10. LA COLOMBE – Multi award-winning French 
style restaurant in Constantia, where meals 
are enjoyed in an airy open plan space. La 
Colombe is the enduring favourite in the Cape 
winelands, a restaurant embodying a fusion of 
art and food. For gourmet foodies, La Colombe 
is a must! 
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BARS & CLUBS
1. WONDERLAND – East City club with two dance 

floors and a great DJ line-up.  Make sure to 
check their Facebook page for event listings, as 
it can be pretty dormant on non-event evenings. 

2. ASOKA – A cosy Cape Town institution, 
this classy Asian-inspired bar has a great 
jazz evening on Tuesdays and an impressive 
selection of creative cocktails.

3. PUBLIK WINE BAR – Intimate wine bar with 
skilled sommeliers at the bar to curate the wine 
tasting experience. 

4. HARRINGTON’S – Sophisticated East City jazz 
club with decadent décor and a relaxed vibe

5. SECRET GIN BAR – Cosy, intimate courtyard 
bar with an impressive menu of gin / botanical 
cocktails enjoyed under the stars.

6. THE ATHLETIC’S CLUB & SOCIAL – A converted 
heritage building with several cosy nooks on 
three floors.  A restaurant with gourmet vegan 
options on the menu is situated downstairs for 
the tee totalling crowd.

7. POWER & GLORY – Super intimate bolthole 
and an institution for Cape Town hipsters.  Also 
a great place for late morning coffee and free 
Wi-Fi for digital nomads seeking an office away 
from home.

8. ACES & SPADES – Dive bar with throwback 
80s and 90s music on a teeny checkerboard 
dance floor

9. THE SILO – Luxury rooftop bar with incredible 
city and mountain views from iconic geometric 
floor to ceiling windows.  *Note: call in advance 
as hotel guests take priority.  Although the 
service can be somewhat unenthusiastic, the 
views and the architecture make this a top 
choice bar.

10. CHINCHILLA ROOFTOP BAR – Sophisticated 
rooftop bar with excellent views of Camps Bay. 
Ideal for sundowners enjoyed from the comfort 
of cosy sofas.  *Note:  children are not allowed 
after 4 pm.
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OUTDOOR ADVENTURES
1. CLIMBING TABLE MOUNTAIN VIA INDIA VENSTER ROUTE – Table Mountain is 

the iconic backdrop to Cape Town, and well worth the effort of doing a full day 
trip hiking to the top.  Our favourite route ascends at the back of Table Mountain 
via India Venster, a route rich with dense vegetation opening up to incredible 
views of the mountain above the Atlantic Ocean below.  Go with a guide or a map 
and emergency supplies as it is a properly challenging climb.  Take the cable car 
back down and catch a taxi from there to your car or hotel.

2. KITE SURFING IN BLOUBERG – Cross shore winds make this coastline ideal for 
kite surfers willing to brave the cold Atlantic conditions.  Several shops in Blouberg 
offer kite surfing lessons and gear rental, so start at the main centre and cross the 
road where you can start kite surfing 100m away from the parking area.

3. TAKING SURF LESSONS AT MUIZENBERG – Muizenberg is an ideal surf break for 
beginners, long boarders, or any surfer looking for an easy-going wave.  Surfer’s 
corner has several shops offering surf lessons and wetsuit or board rental, so 
choose your gear and head straight into the surf!

4. PARAGLIDING FROM LIONS HEAD – Experience the thrill of flying off a mountain 
with an expert paraglider accompanying you for a safe landing on Camps Bay 
beach.  Several outfitters offer the paragliding experience, but make sure you 
check the safety standards and ensure you go with a reputable company.

5. MOUNTAIN BIKING IN TOKAI FOREST - Tokai Forest has a huge network of 
challenging single track trails winding through the foothills, and a jeep track 
going almost to the top of the mountain.  Bring your own mountain bike or 
organise a rental in town.
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6. KAYAKING TO BOULDERS BEACH, CAPE 
POINT - Kayaking is offered in Sea Point and 
Simonstown, but in our opinion, the Simonstown 
to Cape Point area is much more wild and 
beautiful. Rent your kayak and gear in sleepy 
Simonstown, and paddle to Boulders Beach for 
a quick swim with the penguins.  Carry on along 
the mostly untouched coastline towards Cape 
Point for a beautiful day out at sea.

7. COASTAL FORAGING ON SOUTHERN 
PENINSULA – Gather edible plants along the 
coast near Cape Point, and learn to cook 
delicious food foraged in the wild.  This 
experience is curated by Roushanna Gray, who 
offers a deeper experience of this coastal 
wilderness ending with lunch together enjoying 
the fruits of the foraging!

8. SANDBOARDING ATLANTIS DUNES – The 
Cape area gets little to no snow in winter, but 
snowboarding enthusiasts can venture out to 
Atlantis Sand Dunes with a reputable guide 
offering boards and 4x4 vehicles which are 
required for driving amidst the dunes.  

9. BACKPACKING TABLE MOUNTAIN TO CAPE 
POINT – Table Mountain National Park is home 
to a few basic yet cosy mountain cabins along 
a backpacking trail connecting Table Mountain 
to Cape Point.  Check the SANParks website 
for information when booking the hike direct; 
or, for the best experience hire a local guide 
to curate a flora and fauna experience of this 
exceptional national park area.

10. HORSE RIDING ON NOORDHOEK BEACH – The 
eight-kilometre stretch of white sand beach 
makes an idyllic backdrop for horse riding 
at all levels.  Enjoy views of the surrounding 
mountains and the clear turquoise Atlantic while 
cantering along the beach.  Several outfitters 
in Noordhoek offer beginner to intermediate 
riding excursions.
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ATTRACTIONS
1. PENGUINS ON BOULDERS BEACH – Going towards Cape Point, Boulder’s Beach is a tiny turquoise cove 

nestled by towering boulders.  Penguins play freely in the ocean, on the stairs, in the sand, and on the 
boulders.  Part of SANParks, the penguins are protected wildlife species and tourists are advised not to 
get too close, and definitely not to touch the penguins.  *Tip:  Make sure to visit Boulders Beach at low 
tide if you want to enjoy a day lounging at the beach  

2. CAPE POINT – Dramatic landscapes and quiet beaches characterise this protected area at the southern 
tip of Cape Town.  A drive towards the point allows viewing of plains game, baboons, and the diverse 
floral kingdom characteristic of TMNP.  Drive all the way to the end of the main road and either hike or 
take the funicular to the top of the mountain to enjoy dramatic views down towards Cape Point.

3. TABLE MOUNTAIN – The iconic backdrop of Cape Town, Table Mountain is on everyone’s bucket list when 
visiting the Mother City.  A cable car takes clients up to a mountaintop melee where incredible views 
await.  Either enjoy a drink at the cafeteria-style restaurant or for a more authentic experience pack your 
own picnic and venture off the beaten path to take in the views from the top of the world. TIP:  The cable 
car is closed on extremely windy days and it’s not advisable to visit during high cloud cover due to the 
obstruction of views.

4. CLIFTON BEACHES – Several cosy coves at the base of the Twelve Apostles make up Clifton Beaches 
1, 2, 3, and 4.  During the infamous ‘southeaster’ wind, these beaches are usually protected and therefore 
make an ideal outdoor escape during the windiest months of summer.  The water is very cold, a potentially 
inviting shock on a hot winter’s day.  

5. KIRSTENBOSCH GARDENS – This botanical garden is a conservation area for the incredibly biodiverse 
plant kingdom of Table Mountain National Park. We highly recommend a guided tour of the gardens to 
truly appreciate its magnitude.  For those short on time, wandering amongst the gardens with the back of 
Table Mountain towering above is an unforgettable and somehow humbling experience.

6. BLOUBERG BEACH – A vast stretch of white sand beach (and cold Atlantic Ocean) is the setting for 
those iconic portraits of Table Mountain with the ocean in the foreground.  The cross-shore winds make 
Blouberg an ideal kite surfing destination.

7. LLANDUDNO BEACH – A local favourite, Llandudno is a perfect place to enjoy a picnic by sunset and a 
dip in the cold Atlantic Ocean.  A larger beach compared to Clifton, Llandudno has a fast little surf break 
and makes a great day out for families seeking a place for the kids to run wild.  Parking is very tight on hot 
summer days, so either be prepared to walk or take an Uber there and back.

8. CHAPMANS PEAK DRIVE – Linking Noordhoek to Hout Bay, Chapman’s Peak Drive is arguably one of 
the most beautiful drives in the world.  The road is virtually carved into the side of cliffs overlooking the 
Atlantic Ocean, creating a dramatic backdrop and jaw-dropping viewpoints along the way.

9. NOORDHOEK BEACH – A long stretch of white sand beach flanked by pristine sand dunes, Noordhoek 
Beach is ideal for a long walk or a horseback canter.  Note that it is not advisable to carry valuables on this 
long stretch of beach.

10. LIONS HEAD – A relatively easy walk of about 1.5 hours climbing in a spiral pattern leads to the top of this 
famous companion to Table Mountain.  It is advised to wear comfortable walking shoes and bring lots of 
water.  Several sections of the mountains could be unsafe for people who wear unsuitable shoes or have 
no hiking experience, as the drop-offs can be steep.
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EVENTS
1. BAZIQUE (13-15 MARCH, 2020) – A fantastic 

line-up of local and international DJs play on six 
different stages against the backdrop of quirky 
installation artworks in the verdant Elgin area.  
Expect a diversity of acts on show, from the 
unusual and absurd to the standard music stages.

2. KIRSTENBOSCH SUMMER CONCERTS 
(NOVEMBER UNTIL MARCH) - Outdoor concert 
series with world class bands playing against the 
backdrop of towering mountains and botanical 
gardens. Pack a picnic and enjoy the synergy of 
incredible scenery and fantastic music.

3. ORANJEZICHT CITY FARMER’S MARKET (EVERY 
SUNDAY) – Weekly market with craft food and 
beer enjoyed with spectacular views of Table Bay. 
This is a great place to stock up on organic veggies 
straight from the farm, high end local crafts, and 
eat a casual meal in a great setting.

4. BISCUIT MILL MARKET (EVERY SATURDAY 
MORNING) – Weekly market with a huge hipster 
crowd. A big open-air space at the Biscuit Mill in 
edgy Woodstock fills up with locally baked bread, 
organic veggies, vintage clothing, and crowded 
food stalls. Or just sit outside on the hay bales 
drinking craft G&Ts. This is a better market for 
young couples, as families may struggle to find 
seating in the busy brunch hour on Saturday.

5. KAMERS | MAKERS (SEPTEMBER & MARCH) – 
Weekend exhibition selling stylish South African 
clothing, home décor, craft, and design. Many 
of the designers are similar to those featured 
at the Biscuit Mill and OZ Farmer’s Market, so 
if you miss Kamers, definitely check out one of 
these local markets.

6. DESIGN INDABA (26-28 FEBRUARY, 2020) – 
Exhibition of high end South African designers. 
During these dates, design aficionados can 
also attend the conference series to explore 
the ways in which design is shaping society in 
Africa and beyond. A seriously impressive line-
up of speakers is always on offer, making this 
a fantastic event for those in various art and 
design professions.
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7. RETREAT YOURSELF (MARCH) – Design your 
own weekend retreat with several stages 
dedicated to yoga, wellness talks, and dancing. 
Have a massage by a gurgling stream, swim in 
the sparkling clean dam, or watch a cutting 
edge film followed by delicious vegan food in 
a plastic-free environment. One of the most 
organised, intimate, and healthy festivals 
around.

8. AFRIKABURN (27 APRIL-3 MAY, 2020) – South 
Africa’s own Burning Man, a week of whacky 
costumes, endless music, and burning effigies. 
Built on a philosophy of ‘radical self-reliance 
and radical inclusion,’ amongst other things, 
burners must pack every single amenity in and 
out of the desert – including artworks – for a 
week of total freedom of expression.  

9. GALILEO OPEN AIR CINEMA (NOVEMBER TO 
MARCH) – Weekly outdoor movie series in the 
impressive Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens.  
Check out the website for the schedule of 
films and viewing times.

10. MCQP (DECEMBER) – Mother City Queer 
Project: an evening of over the top costumes 
and great music in a big warehouse space. 
Each year, there is a theme and costumes are 
always fascinating – participants enter on the 
‘red carpet’ to show off their creations, and a 
big party ensues. Worth checking out for the 
costumes alone!

SPECIAL OFFERS FOR
CAPE TOWN CITY GUIDE READERS:

Receive 10% off any City Guide recommen-
dation booked through Bespoke Safari Co. 

(excludes bars – T&Cs apply)

Receive 30% off travel design consultation 
for all listed BSC destinations – have a local 
expert curate your trip at any budget level 
to guarantee the experience of a lifetime!

CONTACT US NOW TO BOOK!
*Expires 15 December, 2019
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